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MSYSA is dedicated to encouraging sportsmanship and 
fostering increased knowledge, recognition and understanding 
of the game. MSYSA is constantly promoting opportunities for 
players to develop, train and compete while maximizing 
education and training for coaches.  For many years teams from 
the Maryland State Youth Soccer Association have traveled to 
different countries and participated in the world’s greatest game 
while breaking down barriers of language, culture and 
geography.  The combination of playing quality opponents, 
visiting professional games, training with guest coaches, and 
sightseeing meets the goal of MSYSA to expand players 
knowledge and experience.

Mission



Why Europe?

1. Competition – The opportunity for our players to play against the best 
opposition, offering game experiences they cannot achieve in the U.S. 
In the Men’s FIFA rankings (May 2008) 14 of the world’s top 20 
were from Europe; in the Women’s FIFA rankings 13 of the world’s 
top 20 were from Europe. In 2006, the top four teams in the FIFA
World Cup were from Europe: Italy, France, Germany and Portugal 
respectively. Six out of the top eight teams in 2006 were also from 
Europe. In 2007, two of the top four teams in the FIFA Women's 
World Cup were from Europe: Norway and Germany. 

2. Culture – The great food of Italy, the fantastic sites of Denmark, 
England and Scotland, the opportunities for our players to learn and 
grow are lifelong.

3. Coaching – Guest sessions by some of the top professional and 
national staff coaches give our players a unique learning experience. 



Why International 
Soccer Travel?

“ Our teams developed more in four games on international 
trips than in three months on our training field. All of our 
teams from age ten and up travel at least once per year.”
--Academy Director of English Professional Club



What trip participants 
have said!

“Our ODP trip to Scotland was really terrific! I loved the way 
every day started with a great practice session with our coaches, 
followed by a game with one of the Scottish youth professional 
teams. It was nice to get a chance to get to know my new 
teammates a little better. We enjoyed getting to visit Edinburgh
and Glasgow. As busy as we were, I am so glad that we were 
able to watch two professional matches. I could not think of a 
better way to spend my Spring break!”
-- Matt Seinfeld, Maryland O.D.P. Player, Scotland trip



What trip participants 
have said!

“I had a fantastic time and the trip far exceeded my 
expectations. As a chaperone, it was a pleasure getting to know 
the girls and their personalities on and off the field. For the 
girls, the trip was a great introduction to international travel, 
adapting to other cultures and customs as well a terrific soccer
experience. I would recommend the experience to anyone 
interested in advancing the intellectual and athletic education of 
their child. Thank you for a job well done.”
-- Kenneth Stipcak, Maryland Girls ODP, Denmark trip


